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According to James LeMoyne of the New York Times (06/14/88), the Reagan administration is
considering a "new policy" for applying diplomatic and political pressure on the Nicaraguan
government. An unnamed senior official told the Times that Secretary of State George Shultz
was considering an approach that may include direct talks on Nicaragua with the Soviet Union,
and seeking international support to apply pressure on Managua, mainly from Spain, France
and Venezuela. Such diplomatic efforts, said unnamed US and contra officials, would be directed
at arranging a final negotiating session between the Sandinistas and the contras. Presumably,
the administration would commit itself to reaching an understanding with Nicaragua, "if the
Sandinistas sign an agreement setting a timetable for internal political changes with the contras
and the internal opposition." July 13: Unnamed State Department officials told the Times that they
hoped to send more diplomats to Managua as soon as possible to replace Ambassador Richard
Melton and seven other diplomats expelled by the Nicaraguan government on July 11. An official
said, "The rationale for sending replacements is to show the internal opposition that we cannot be
chased out that easily. The people we send would have experience in dealing with the opposition in
Nicaragua or other repressive societies." Other unnamed State officials said that if the Nicaraguan
government refuses to grant visas to the new diplomats or expel them, the US would be justified in
adopting a harder line, such as breaking diplomatic relations. A Democratic member of Congress
said Melton had been "a virtual clone" of Asst. Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs Elliott
Abrams. State Department spokesperson Charles Redman said that Nicaraguan Ambassador to
the US Carlos Tunnermann was "going to get a big surprise" if he thought he could defy the order
to leave the country by 5:30 p.m. July 15. In Managua, President Daniel Ortega said Tunnermann
could not be expelled from the US because he was also Nicaragua's chief representative to the
Organization of American States, headquartered in Washington. [The OAS scheduled an emergency
session for July 14 to consider Nicaragua's contention that each member country should be able to
appoint its representative regardless of Washington's wishes.] On Wednesday, the US government
delivered its formal request to the OAS to approve the expulsion of Tunnermann. State Department
deputy spokesperson Phyllis Oakley said the US had "full legal authority" to expel Tunnermann
because he had engaged in "activities that constitute an abuse of his privilege of residence" in the
country. She refused to describe the abuses, saying: "We don't comment on this type of information.
It's highly sensitive and classified...We are not obligated to present a bill of particulars" to either
Tunnermann or the OAS. According to Oakley, the Reagan administration was previously aware
of Tunnermann's "abuses," but took no action until this week for fear of provoking retaliation
against US diplomats in Managua. Both Democrat and Republican senators approved a resolution
warning the Sandinistas to terminate repressive actions against political opponents and critics.
The resolution, introduced by majority leader Robert Byrd (D-W.Va.), said the Sandinistas should
understand that further repressive actions "could cause Congress to consider the provision of
additional humanitarian and other appropriate assistance, including military aid," to the contras.
After meeting with Reagan, Melton told reporters at a White House press conference that it is
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perfectly legitimate for embassy personnel to meet with representatives of all sectors of society,
and that such activities are commonplace, "even in the Soviet Union." He said certain members
of his staff in Managua had met with opposition party leaders to give them "moral and political"
support. According to Melton, the origins of the "Melton plan" described by the Nicaraguan
government as a destabilization program designed by the CIA and implemented by the ambassador
were comments by Bayardo Arce, member of the Sandinista party directorate. Arce, said Melton,
made false accusations based on his own version of Melton's meetings with members of the
political opposition. He added that Arce's comments were published in the Mexican press. An
unnamed State Department official told AP that Tunnermann had met with OAS ambassadors
from Mexico, Venezuela, Colombia, Brazil, Argentina, Uruguay and Peru. Tunnermann's objective
was to seek support for his position that all member nations have the absolute right to designate
their representatives to the OAS, independently of Washington's wishes. According to the source,
Tunnermann's counterparts reacted with caution, as some reportedly believe that the Nicaraguan
government committed a serious error in expelling the US Ambassador from Managua. July 14:
At a press conference in Managua, President Daniel Ortega said, "We understand clearly the
expulsion of Ambassador Tunnermann and the seven diplomats from our Washington embassy
as a reprisal which logically we have to accept. But it is unacceptable that Washington wants to
determine who our ambassador to the OAS must be...At stake here are the dignity and sovereignty
of all Latin American countries." In response to claims by opposition parties, Ortega said that the
decision to expel Melton and the other US diplomats did not constitute a violation of the Central
American peace plan signed by the region's presidents last August. The accord, he added, specifies
that each government will act in accordance with its constitution and international law. "The July
11 decision is in keeping with the nation's constitution and international law." Regarding the
Reagan administration's threats of possible measures against Nicaragua in addition to expelling
the Nicaraguan ambassador and seven diplomats, Ortega said: "Anything can be expected from the
United States." (Basic data from several sources, including Prensa Latina, New York Times, 07/13/88,
07/14/88; AP, 07/13/88)
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